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Dear Yellowwoods Family 

 

It only takes one day in the hustle and bustle of Johan-

nesburg to make me appreciate anew the lifestyle that 

we enjoy here in the Eastern Cape.  Yes, we may have 

cattle or other animals roaming the streets, potholes on 

our roads the size of your vehicle or some other issue 

to complain about, but at least our people are 

friendly.  We have mastered the art of connecting with 

each other by sharing a greeting, a smile or a joke in 

passing as a means to show that we recognise the exis-

tence and value of the other person.  There is none of 

this in Johannesburg or any other of the bigger centres 

in our country.  People do not even see each other any 

longer.  Striking up a conversation with a petrol atten-

dant, waiter or cashier is met with stares of suspicion 

and the measure of discomfort that they feel is tangi-

ble.  And yet, after more than 25 years of frequently 

travelling up North for many different reasons, I con-

tinue to try to connect with people because it is in con-

necting with our fellow human beings that we truly 

find purpose and true identity.  We can so easily fall 

into the stereotypes that every person in JHB is a po-

tential hijacker, pickpocket or scammer who is out to 

get you.  There is no doubt that the likelihood of you 

and I being victims of one of these crimes is much 

bigger there, but the vast majority of people are there 

to eke out an honest living and they appreciate it when 

a stranger from the country side sees them for who 

they truly are; divine creations with immeasurable po-

tential.  Our prejudices, along whatever lines, make us 

the poorer.  To illustrate this point, I share with you 

this incredible poem by John Donne that encourages 

us to realise that we as humanity share so many things 

in common and the challenge to me is to never allow 

anything to stand between me and my fellow child of 

God. 

 

'No Man is an Island' 
No man is an island entire of itself; every man  
is a piece of the continent, a part of the main;  
if a clod be washed away by the sea, Europe  
is the less, as well as if a promontory were, as  
well as any manner of thy friends or of thine  
own were; any man's death diminishes me,  
because I am involved in mankind.  
And therefore never send to know for whom  
the bell tolls; it tolls for thee.  
 

Yours sincerely 

Ignus Potgieter 

 Important dates 
Thursday 8th November- Exams start for the Grade 6 & 7’s.  
Friday 9th November- Exams start for the Grade 5’s. Grade 
R Bakerman. School closes at 13h00. 
Monday 12th - Friday 16th November - School readiness 
testing for the Grade R’s.  Exams for the Grade 5-7’s.  
Friday 16th November - Senior Primary Bakerman. School 
closes at 13h00. 
Tuesday 20th November - Exams end.  

Well done to the following children who were awarded Stars 

of the Week Certificates! Week 9: 30th October 2018 

Grade Name Reason 

1 Isabella Georghiou 

Ono-Odwa Daniel 

Breaking an Athletics record.  

2 Ezimnandi Ngqoba 

Siso Mlumbi 

Breaking an Athletics record.  

Breaking an Athletics record.  

3 Joshua Morgan 

Lukho Meleni 

Breaking an Athletics record.  

Breaking an Athletics record. 

4 Dingelihle Lento 

Leana Brown 

Breaking an Athletics record.  

Always helping her sister.  

5 Amy Heukelman Enthusiasm on the Athletics 

track. 

6 Katie Heukelman Breaking an Athletics record.  

7 Sithuthu Madondile 

 

Licebo Ngwentle 

Likhona Mhono 

Perseverance on the Athletics 

track. 

Breaking Athletics records.  

Breaking Athletics records. 

Grade Name Reason 

1 Aidan Ferreira 

Matt Ballantyne 

Elizabeth Morgan 

A great unprepared oral. 

A great unprepared oral. 

A great unprepared oral. 

2 David Mildenhall An excellent Comprehension. 

3 Caleb Bouwer 

Lithemba Sigila 

Excellent Maths test results. 

Excellent Maths test results. 

4 Yamie Quankhashe Achieving 82% for a Maths test. 

5 Somila Ndawo Dedication and overall academic 

improvement. 

6 Teagan Auld Achieving 91% for a SS test. 

7 Likhono Mhono For overall perseverance.  

Art Becky Mildenhall 

Owethu Ndumndum 

Dingelihle Lento 

Creative clay construction.  

Creative clay construction.  

Creative clay construction.  

Well done to the following children who were awarded Stars 

of the Week Certificates! Week 10: 6th November 2018 
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JP Little Chefs – Friday 2 November 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday the Junior Primary learners excitedly 

participated in Little Chefs’ Day.  The learners 

were allowed to pick a partner, to help them 

make their delicious creation.  Molten Chocolate 

Mug Cakes were made and the learners thor-

oughly enjoyed this activity.  They had to read 

the recipe on their own and use the correct 

measurements for each ingredient.  A lot of ex-

cited chatter erupted in the dining room as 

each team created a decadent dessert.  Once 

all of the carefully measured ingredients were 

added and mixed together, they were placed in 

the microwave to cook.  The learners really out 

did themselves and savoured each bite of their 

Mug Cake with a generous helping of ice-cream.  

What a lovely, sweet day they all had! 

 
 

Senior Primary NEWS In the Classroom                             
A Lesson in Life 

A man sat at a metro station and started 

to play the violin. It was a cold January 

morning. He played 6 Bach pieces  for 

about 50 minutes. During that time it was 

calculated that thousands of people 

walked past. 

3 minutes went by and a middle-aged man 

noticed that there was a musician playing. 

He slowed down and listened for a minute 

and then hurried off to meet his schedule. 

The one who paid the most attention was 

a 3-year old boy. His mother tugged him 

along, but the child begged to look at the 

violinist and listen. The Mother pushed 

him on ahead and he kept looking back. 

Several children did the same.  

In all this time, only 6 people stopped 

and stayed for a while. About 20 people 

gave him a few coins and he had collected 

$32 at the end of the day. When he had 

finished playing, no-one noticed or ap-

plauded. 

No one knew, but the man playing was 

actually the world's most famous violinist, 

Joshua Bell. He was playing a violin 

worth 3,5 million dollars and had played 

one of the most intricate pieces ever writ-

ten. 

Just 2 days before this, Joshua had pre-

sented a world class performance for a 

'sold out' audience at the Boston Theatre. 

This is a true story. Joshua playing at the 

metro station was an experiment carried 

out by the Washington Post. It was all 

about perception and priorities in people. 

The outlines were that in a commonplace 

environment at an inappropriate hour, do 

we perceive beauty? Do we stop to recog-

nize and appreciate talent in an unex-

pected context? 

If we do not have a moment to stop and 

listen to one of the best musicians in the 

world playing the best music ever written, 

how many other things are we missing? 

Have a beautiful week and I wish all our 

wonderful students who start exams this 

week - good luck and we can’t wait to see 

the results of your amazing talents and 

hard work. 
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Support Staff Christmas  

food hampers 

 

 
   

         Its almost Christmas time again.  

         At Yellowwoods we like to take 

         this opportunity to say thank you  

                to all the support staff that keep  

            our school bright and clean as well as  

all the children's tummies full. Please send any items 

of non-perishable foods to school for the support 

staffs’ Christmas hampers. Help us in teaching the 

children to show their appreciation and thanks.  

Junior Primary News 
The last few weeks are jam packed full of fun!  We 
have had our first run through for the Carol Ser-
vice, and it really going to be a wonderful eve-
ning.  Please make sure to diarise the 29th of No-
vember 2018!  We have  white dresses at school 
for all the girls to wear.  The boys need to bring a 
pair of jeans and a plain white t-shirt to school by 
next week Friday.  We will be sending out the out-
ing letter later this week, please read it carefully 
and ensure that your child has all the necessary 
items.  
Clubs this term has been a highlight each week.  All 
the children have been learning to sew in different 
ways.  Mrs Bouwer and Mrs Louw have been mak-
ing the most interesting glasses’ cases and cell 
phone pouches, using different stitches,  while Mrs 
Ballantyne and Miss Gilbert have been teaching the 
children to cross stitch.  The children have cross 
stitched their names, which will be sewn onto their 
very own pencil bags. 
In the classroom: 
Last week the Grade 1’s enthusiastically raced 
around the school collecting data from the other 
classes.  They wanted to find out the favourite 
sport at Yellowwoods.  They discovered that swim-
ming is the favourite sport.  The children have also 
continued learning about seeds and how they are 
dispersed.  In Numeracy the children have been 
enthralled while looking at the difference between 
mass and capacity.  Mrs Bouwer was very im-
pressed with the children’s unprepared orals.  They 
were only given 5 minutes to prepare and they 
managed to present their orals clearly and with im-
pressive voice projection.  
The Grade 2’s are busy gathering all their informa-
tion to create an interesting project on the most 
amazing reptile.  The aim is to teach the children to 
write down facts using their own words.  In Crea-
tive Writing the pupils pretended that they were a 
newspaper for a day and wrote about the amazing 
adventures that happened to them.  In Numeracy 
we are focusing on symmetry - this is always a fun 
part of maths! 
The Grade 3’s have looked at people who lived long 
ago and have tried to imagine what life was like 
hundreds of years ago.  In Numeracy the children 
have had some fun learning the difference between 
perimeter and area.  The Grade 3’s have been 
working very hard learning for their weekly tests, 
all in preparation for Grade 4. 

Cricket Match report  

from Dewings’ Desk 

Yellowwoods featured at the St Andrews 

Prep Mini Cricket tournament on the 2nd 

November. The boys gave two exceptional 

performances beating St Andrews Prep 

and Kingswood convincingly. Special men-

tion must be made of  Josh Morgan who 

captained the side and scored 32 runs. 

Well done to all the boys and to all the 

teams who made the day such a memora-

ble one.  
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Roots Play group 

 

 

 

Thursday Roots play group. What an exciting 

year it has been meeting all the new moms, ba-

bies and toddlers joining us for Roots. Babies as 

young as new born to 18 months have been en-

couraged to develop their gross, fine motor  and 

sensory skills. The activities have included ex-

ploring their 5 senses, moving to music and 

developing their body awareness. While moms 

have been enjoying a well deserved coffee break, 

their toddlers joined our current Pre-Primary 

children in an art activity and weekly little 

chefs. Our roots play group is open to all Moms 

and their children newborn to 5 years free of 

charge. Roots playgroup will resume in January 

2019, so we look forward to seeing  you and 

your baby or toddler on a Thursday from 

9h00—11h00. Feel free to contact Kate Morgan 

on 081 024 7542, if you have any questions. 

 

Yellowwoods Inter House Athletics 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On a blisteringly hot summers day Yellowwoods cele-

brated their annual Inter House Athletics meet.  

Thank you very much to all the parents who sup-

ported and enjoyed the day with us. Everyone's en-

thusiasm, work and effort contributed to a very fes-

tive atmosphere. 

 

This year Yellowwoods included many more field 

events which gave the parents the opportunity to 

see their children in action. Even the Pre-Primary and 

their parents had a turn in a blindfolded race.  

 

Well done to all the athletes for their determination, 

perseverance and the many records (15 in all) that 

were broken on the day. Special mention must be 

made of Likhona Mhono and Licebo Ngwentle who 

broke at least 3 records each.  

 

Congratulations to the winning house, Palm. Watch 

out though, Acacia is set to come back stronger 

than ever! 

 

 


