YELLOWWOODS
Dear Yellowwoods Family
I started my adult life as a minister of a small church in
Goodwin Park, Bedford. A day like today, with a hot wind
and temperatures in the high 30’s, always reminds me of
those Sunday morning services in a poorly ventilated little
church on a scorching February day where it was impossible to keep people’s concentration for any significant period of time. This taught me to project my voice and keep
my passion because it certainly helped to keep some people
awake for some of the time! It also taught me to get to the
point in a hurry, but that is a story for another day. I always thought that the relatively simple life of the full-time
ministry would be my life-long vocation, but life turned out
otherwise for me. It took me from this little humble church
to the hustle and bustle of the corporate life in Gauteng and
various other parts of the country. Life often does this to
us. Looking back at my life, I would not want it to play out
any other way. I have learnt incredible lessons and made
some wonderful friends along the way. In all of the many
twists and turns that my life has taken up to this point, God
has been a companion, confidant, comforter and source of
tremendous inspiration. I am who I am today because of
who He is. There are times when God feels light years
away and these are often in the most difficult of times, but
experience has taught me that those are just feelings – it is
not the Truth. God feels far away because I have left His
presence and my focus is too much on the circumstances of
life and not on Him. It reminds me of Peter who walked on
the water and when he nearly drowned because he was focusing on the wind and waves, Jesus reached out to him
and plucked him from the clutches of the stormy water. I,
like Peter, have experienced many times how things get too
much for me, but in the end God is faithful and things work
out as they should. This in itself is a source of tremendous
comfort and hope.
Jesus said that all those who are weary and burdened
should come to Him. For some reason we believe that being burdened and worn down by life’s circumstances translates into failure on our part. We somehow believe that
being in this position makes us unacceptable for
God. Nothing could be further from the truth. I can testify
that God is the closest to us when we go through the valleys of life. As Paul said in Romans 8:
“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation,
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword?
For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels
nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to
come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be
able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus
our Lord.”
Yours sincerely
Ignus Potgieter
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Important dates

Friday 5th October- Grade 3 Bakerman.
Wednesday 10th October- School closes for the half
term weekend at 12h00.
Tuesday 16th October- School opens at 7h40. Summer
uniform compulsory.

Well done to the following children who were awarded Stars of the
Week Certificates! Week 3: 17th September 2018

Grade

Name

Reason

1

Ona Odwa Daniel

Enthusiasm in spelling.

2

Milindi Lento

Improved effort in academics.

3

Josh Morgan

Well done on the Trail Run.

4

Layla Painter

Gold at the BCS Eistedfodd.

5

Amy Heukelman

Generosity and kindness.

6

Olo Siko

Great Spring Hat.

7

Licebo Ngwentle

Well done on the Trail Run.

Well done to the following children who were awarded Stars
of the Week Certificates! Week 4: 26th September 2018
Grade

Name

Reason

1

Owethu Ndumndum

Improvement in spelling.

2

Junior Douw

Improved academics.

3

Caleb Bouwer

Excellent test results.

4

Dingelihle Lento

Always doing his best.

5

Adriaan Luck

Man of the Cricket Match.

6

Teagen Auld

Excellent creative writing.

7

Khanyi Aliber

Excellence in English and Maths.

Well done to the following children who were awarded Stars
of the Week Certificates! Week 5: 2nd October 2018
Grade

Name

Reason

1

Inga Mbilini

Good estimating skills.

2

Tsholofelo Lefoophana Good spelling and creative writing.

3

Lukho Meleni

4

Yamie Quankhqashe Great positive attitude.

5

Ukho Majali

Hard work in English.

6

Inange Mdlalo

Creative writing.

7

Inga Futa

Hard work and effort.

Creativity in drama.
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YELLOWWOODS
Art Star of
the Week
Date

Name

Reason

17th Sep Buchner Marais
and Lubanzi
Gwintsa

Creative expression in Art.

17th Sep Tara Ferraira

Interest and initiative in
Art and environmental
concerns.

25th Sep Caleb Bouwer,
Ruva Everson and
Michelle Boadu

Special creative effort in
clay painting.

2nd Oct

Growing creativity in Art.

Lisa Mavikela

HORSE RIDING
UPDATE

24 Children have signed up for Horse Riding at Yellowwoods. These children are doing very well so far and have
made wonderful progress. Some from being very frightened of horses to riding with enjoyment and confidence
with their hands up in the air. Others are learning to master
the rising trot, and a few have enjoyed a little canter.
Klara Webb, a Tellington Touch Instructor from King Williams Town has also given lessons to some of the children.
Well done to all the Yellowwoods Equestrians.
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Senior Primary NEWS In the Classroom
I am so proud of all our Senior Primary pupils, as the last 2 weeks were spent giving
extra time and a great deal of thinking processes required to complete all the Conquesta
Oylmpiads and the SACEE English Challenge.
This year, for the Conquesta, we decided to
enter the children in the English First language, Mathematics 1, General Knowledge, Life
Skills and Creative Arts categories. The papers were of a very good standard and we
found the General Knowledge and the Creative
Arts tests particularly interesting, relevant
and challenging. The results for these will
be sent to us in November, as they are externally marked. The SACEE English challenge was
a great experience, as the children can see
that reading plenty of library and other
books every single day is such an advantage.
And all those classic stories in English
(that some might think are old fashioned and
boring) are still very relevant and continue
to teach valuable lessons in life as well
as the art of mastering a beautiful language.
The SACEE results have been given to the pupils and as usual, we expect the parents to
discuss the test to make it more meaningful
and then to sign and encourage ways to improve.
This week is the Mathematics Test week, so
please consult your calendar and timetable
and assist us in making sure that your child
is fully aware of the expectations in good
time.
We have noticed that some pupils are not
writing their homework down efficiently
enough, This causes uncertainty, the children
forgetting to complete the homework correctly
and ineffective test or assignment preparation and results.
A reminder that every single piece of work is
assessed and working consistently can really
improve marks, especially if a student struggles with the pressures and sometimes very
high expectations of formal assessments.
Well done to the children who have earned
Stars of the Week certificates. These are
daily achievements to be proud of - and so
often, boost confidence and give the children
incentives to achieve and always try their
best.
Grade 5,6 and 7 parents, please start planning Study Rosters for the end-of-year examinations and contact us if you need assistance.
Have a great week!
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YELLOWWOODS
Junior Primary News

Wow! The third term is well underway with so many
exciting events happening every week. It has been
wonderful to watch all the children grow within
themselves this year. We are busy practising for
the yearly Carol Service and so many of the children are being given opportunities to shine. This
year’s Carol Service promises to be an exciting
event with many new and different songs, dances
and musical items. The Junior Primary children will
be visiting Waterfall on Friday, to see the goats
and their new kids. We have planned some fun
activities for the children to do whilst on their little
outing. Clubs have been a highlight this term with
all the children learning to sew in different
forms. It has been wonderful to see how excited
the children have been during clubs. All the items
which have been made will be displayed at the
Carol Service. During the last part of the year,
please encourage your children to continue producing the excellent work which they have produced
throughout the year.
With Christmas just around the corner, please don’t
forget to send the Santa Shoe Box items to school.
In the Junior Primary classrooms:
The Grade 1’s have had a fantastic time weighing
different items and people. They even got to
weigh Mr Potgieter, after they had all guessed his
weight. During the weekly theme lessons, some
myths were dispelled regarding the causes of day
and night. The Grade 1’s also investigated the
smallest of small living and non-living things in Science.
This week the Grade 2’s have had a closer look at
fractions and have compared the different
sizes. Eating different sizes of cake makes it a lot
more interesting! The children have spent some
time revising the different parts of grammar and
are trying very hard to remember each definition. We have spent a lot of time trying to differentiate between different sounds and I have been
encouraging the children to listen to each sound in a
word.
The Grade 3’s have played with homonyms and
have a much better understanding of the differences of some of these tricky words. Learning
more about money and doing problem-solving with
money, while using ‘real’ money, made it all become
very real. During their theme lessons the children
got to do some space travelling! Such a great way
to explore the magnificence of space!
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Yellowwoods music group gets feet tapping
The Yellowwoods music group got residents’
feet tapping at the Huis Corrie Dreyer Home
in Adelaide two weeks ago.

Beautiful melodies filled the air when a
group of music students from Yellowwoods
performed for the residents of Huis Corrie
Dreyer in Adelaide. Well done to all the children who performed and played a variety of
instruments ranging from recorders to guitars, flutes and piano.
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