YELLOWWOODS
Dear Yellowwoods Family
The swallows are back, the blue gums on campus are
flowering and all the vegetation on campus is boasting a
green tinge. Spring is indeed in the air and it promises to
be a spectacular one after the lovely rain of the past
week. Personally I am very glad that we are nearing the
end of winter because, in spite of its own beauty and advantages, I am not a winter person. The long nights and
short, cold days do not agree with me – and then there is
the cold that nestles in my bones and does not leave until
about mid-October. Give me the summer any day of the
week!
Not only does nature buzz with anticipation; the staff
and pupils of Yellowwoods are all looking forward to a
busy and exciting term. It did not take us long to be
back into the full swing of things. The seniors went on
an adventure camp near Grahamstown and feedback
from the facilitators is that they have not had such a well
-mannered group of kids for a long time, if ever. We are
all so extremely proud of this fact as our ethos and values are clearly taken seriously by our learners. We had
our annual Carnival this past weekend and there were
many people who braved the icy weather and enjoyed
the day with us. My sincere thanks to the Parents’ Association for arranging the day and for persevering in the
face of difficult circumstances. It was a most enjoyable
occasion.
This week our learners are participating in the Eisteddfod in Bedford and we wish them well. I have no doubt
that all the hard work will be handsomely rewarded. Our
trail runners will be participating in the Independent
Schools event hosted by Kingswood at the Belmont Golf
Course in Grahamstown.
Jim Collins’ book “From Good to Great” reports on research that was done among companies on the New
York Stock Exchange that experienced unprecedented
success. One of the factors that they identified as integral and vital to success is the development of a team
dynamic among all stakeholders. I am extremely grateful for the incredible team of staff members that we
boast at Yellowwoods. Everyone gets on with their task
without fuss or complaint and the work is always of the
highest possible standard. Yellowwoods School is a remarkable place upon which God’s blessing and grace
rest because of faithful and inspired people who went
before us. May we go from strength to strength in this
last term of 2018 and may we all stand back at the end of
it and see the Hand of God in and on this school.
Yours sincerely
Ignus Potgieter
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Important dates

Friday 14th September-Grade 4 Bakers-Bakerman sale
(Tuckshop). Spring Day Civvies R10.00 each. School
closes at 13h00.
Friday 21st September - Grade 5 Bakerman and school
closes at 13h00.
Monday 24th September - Public Holiday, Heritage
day.
Yellowwoods learners out and about!
A number of learners participated in the Independent Schools’ Trail Run
in Grahamstown. There were schools from as far afield as Port Elizabeth
and Cape St Francis who participated. Well done to Josh Morgan who
achieved a 9th place in the Boys under 9 section and Licebo Ngwentle
who achieved a second place in the Boys Open category. Well done to
these two on excellent achievements and to all the other participants who
showed great determination to complete what was quite a difficult course.

Well done to the following children who were
awarded Stars of the Week Certificates!
Week 2: 12th September 2018

Name

Reason

Grade
1

Matt Ballantyne

Amazing confidence and enthusiasim at the BCS Eisteddfod.

2

Caleb Bouwer

Excellent performance at the
BCS Eisteddfod.

3

Annelie Luck

Excellent performance at the
BCS Eisteddfod.

4

Robbie Mildenhall

Enthusiasm and helpfulness at
the Carnival.

5

Somila Ndawo

Good academic work and always trying her best.

6

Katie Heukelman

Being brave and adventurous on
Grade 6 & 7 camp.

7

Siyolise Magocoba Excellent problem solving skills
on the Grade 6 & 7 camp.
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YELLOWWOODS
THE GRADE 6 & 7’S ADVENTURE TO
FAIREWOOD

Last week the Grade 6’s and 7s went on camp to Fairewood,
just outside of Grahamstown. We started our camp off with
a hike to the Signal Hill Toposcope. This was supposedly a
rather long and strenuous hike, which would usually take’s
2 hours, but the Yellowwoods children proved their worth
and finished it in an hour and a half. From the toposcope
we had a beautiful panoramic view of Grahamstown and
the surrounding valleys. After lunch, we headed off to Grey
Dam for water activities. The children learnt how to build
a raft and had to paddle their teams across the dam. This
was quite a challenging task especially as more laughing
was happening than paddling most of the time. That afternoon, we did the climbing wall, which soon turned into a
competition of who could climb it the fastest. Well done to
Likhona and Khanyi for their top two times.
Despite the weather the following day, the children participated in group dynamics, which consisted of a number of
different problem solving tasks and physical activities designed to teach the fundamentals of teamwork. Soon after
that, it was time for abseiling. The rest of the day we spent
inside, playing games and practising problem solving abilities. On our last day, just before leaving, we completed the
middle ropes obstacle course.

NEWS

12th September 2018

Senior Primary NEWS In the Classroom
A reminder that all pupils need to be fully
equipped with the correct stationery for
this term. Pupils may only buy stationery
from Mrs Schenk before school, at breaktime or during the lunch break. Pupils may
not borrow or lend items or leave a lesson
or a class to purchase stationery. Please
consult the stationery list for each grade
and check that your child has all the necessary items, which should also be adequately
marked.
A big thank you to Mr Dewing and Miss
Macfarlane for taking our seniors on such a
special and very worthwhile outing to
Fairewood.
Our pupils did extremely well, coped with
some very challenging obstacles and proved
to be resilient, smart, determined, brave
and brilliant ambassadors for Yellowwoods.
Well done all!
The test and exam( formal assessments')
timetable will be handed out on Wednesday.
Please find a suitable place to keep it at
home, where you can assist your child to
prepare effectively, draw up a realistic
study roster and request the tests timeously
from your child to be discussed and signed.
Have a great term - and let's keep encouraging the students to always do their best
and enjoy all their learning experiences and
wonderful educational opportunities being
made available to them at Yellowwoods.

Should you wish for your child to have a
cooked meal at school for lunch this term
please remember to send your completed
school lunch slips back as soon as possible.

Despite the cold weather, the Yellowwoods children gave it
their all. They behaved well and constantly encouraged,
motivated and helped one another. We are exceptionally
proud of every child who went and impressed by their individual sense of determination and willingness to step out of
their comfort zones. Well done Grade 6’s and 7s.

SPRING CIVVIES DAY ON FRIDAY R10.00 PER CHILD
PRIZES FOR THE BEST DRESSED IN EACH GRADE!

Junior Primary Grade 1-3 Funky Footwear
Senior Primary Grade 4-7 Make and wear a Spring
Hat.
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YELLOWWOODS
Junior Primary News

Welcome back to school after the holidays.
We hope you all had a good rest and managed to spend some quality time with your
children. The term started off with an
amazing carnival on Saturday! Yesterday we
took all the children to the Eisteddfod in Bedford. We are so proud of the children who
participated. They all put a lot of effort into
learning their poems and presented their poems enthusiastically and articulately. The
Grade 2 and 3 class poems each received a
Gold Award and the Grade 1’s received a Silver Award. Thank you to the Mrs Gilbert, Mrs
Louw, all the parents and teachers for the
hours spent practising.
We bid farewell to Mrs Alison Langston this
term. Mrs Langston was doing the class recorder lessons, but due to her health, she
has decided to stop the class lessons, but
she will continue teaching private flute and
guitar lessons. We are excited to welcome
Mrs Wendy Tesner as the new recorder
teacher.
Please encourage your children to get creative with our Funky Footwear Spring celebration on Friday. This is a chance for each
child to show their creativity.
In the classroom:
The Grade 1’s will continue focussing on
place value during Numeracy. In Literacy the
focus will be on learning the different types
of nouns. We will also be analysing different
poems, as well as writing some interesting
poems.
The Grade 2’s are learning about money this
week and will be developing their knowledge
about spending and saving money. We will
do lots of problem solving which will really
get the children thinking. We will also be
playing with rhyming words and alliteration
during our Literacy classes.
The Grade 3s are revising various maths concepts this week and will be learning about
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YELLOWWOODS CARNIVAL 2018
A cold and rainy day last Saturday did nothing to
dim the excitement and enthusiasm at the
Yellowwoods Annual Carnival. All the fun and
games were moved into the school hall and parents and children arrived with umbrellas and
gum boots to enjoy all the festivities and good
food on offer.

Thank you to the PTA who worked tirelessly to
put the day together. Thank you to all the Parents and Friends who braved the cold and wet
weather to support Yellowwoods. Thank you
too to all the sponsors who helped make the day
such a huge success.
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