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Dear Yellowwoods Family 

 

The world has been anxiously watching the progress 

of rescue teams in Thailand who are working tirelessly 

to bring trapped children to safety.   

 

A boys’ soccer team and their coach have been 

trapped in a water logged cave for nearly two weeks 

and the process of getting them out involves life 

threatening diving manoeuvres.  Cave diving is a dan-

gerous exercise under the best of conditions, but in 

murky water with boys who have no diving experi-

ence it is a very risky activity.  It goes to show what 

we as humans are capable of when we run out of op-

tions.  The most remarkable thing to me is how 90 of 

the world’s best rescue divers are risking life and limb 

to rescue these boys.  There are some really good peo-

ple in this world who will give everything that they 

have to assist their fellow man.  In a world where we 

are bombarded with stories of people who steal, mur-

der and corrupt for personal gain, it is heart-warming 

to see and hear how people forget their own need for 

self-preservation to help others.  I pray that the rescue 

mission will succeed without any further loss of life or 

serious injury.  One rescue diver paid the ultimate 

price when he ran out of oxygen in the cave.  Jesus 

said that there is no greater love than laying down 

your life for your fellow man.  May this man’s soul 

rest in peace. 

 

At Yellowwoods we are gearing up for a very busy 

time until the end of the term.  Excitement is building 

for the concert on the 2nd of August – please diarise 

this date – and sports fixtures and academics are con-

tinuing seamlessly.  I am reminded every morning of 

what a special place Yellowwoods is when I stand in 

front of the children and we thank God for the privi-

lege of life and the opportunities that this school offers 

all of us.  I look at the children’s faces and I thank 

God for each one of them and for their unique and 

special talents, abilities and endless potential.  I know 

in my heart that Yellowwoods is a place where we 

kindle the flame of education and we are preparing the 

leaders of tomorrow to tackle the challenges of life 

with compassion, determination and wisdom.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Ignus Potgieter 

 Important dates 
Wednesday 11th July – U/9 Netball Match vs St An-
drews in Grahamstown. 
Friday 13th July - Grade 5 Bakerman. School closes at 
13h00. 
Wednesday 18th July - Madiba Day. Netball and Rugby 
matches vs Bedford Country School at home.  
Thursday 19th July - Pre-Primary outing to Hogsback.  
Friday 20th July - Albany League hockey matches, girls 
vs DSG and boys vs Oatlands at home.  Grade 6 and 7 
Bakerman, school closes at 13h00. 
Saturday 21st July - DSG Hockey Festival in Grahams-
town.  

Well done to the following children who were 

awarded Stars of the Week Certificates! 

Week 12: 9th July 2018 

Grade Name Reason 

1 Aiden Ferreira Enthusiastic News writing. 

2 Becky Mildenhall 

Agcobile Mantji 

Diligence and helpfulness. 

Improved effort and motivation. 

3 Danielle Everton Determination in Netball. 

4 Leana Brown Kindness and Helpfulness. 

5 Lutwe Kobese Enthusiasm and neatness. 

6 Kevin  Bodie Improved effort in Mathemat-

ics. 

7 Ndalo Lento Improvement in work ethic and 

diligence. 

Art Olothando Siko Creative ideas and creative use 

of materials. 

 Horse Riding 
 
Mrs Natalie Mildenhall and Mrs Donna Knott will be 
doing horse riding lessons at Yellowwoods.  They 
also offer a general horsemanship experience for 
pre-primary and junior primary learners.  The 
children will have the opportunity to interact with 
the horses closely.  This could be a very meaningful 
experience for young children. 
Please contact Mrs Mildenhall at 072 225 1346 if you 
are interested in either the lessons or the 
horsemanship experience.  You can also contact the 
office at the school for application and indemnity 
forms.  



10th July 2018  

YELLOWWOODS  

 2 

N
E
W

S
 

Junior Primary children enjoy 

the Grahamstown Festival 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Thursday 5th June the Junior Primary went to 
the Grahamstown National Arts Festival.  We had a 
quick snack at Village green and then walked down 
the road to the Drill Hall where we watched a very 
exciting show called Florence and Watson. The 
show was about a Pangolin that went missing and 
his animal friends went on an adventure to look for 
him.  The children thoroughly enjoyed seeing the 
various animal characters and had a good 
laugh.  After the show we went back to Village 
Green and the children did some shopping and 
walked around with their friends.  The second show 
was called Jukebox Junior.  This was the highlight 
of the festival for the children as a lot of singing and 
dancing took place.  After lunch we headed back 
home.  Thank you to the teachers and Mr Potgieter 
for accompanying the children to Grahams-
town.  The teachers were very proud of all the chil-
dren for their good behaviour and manners and we 
look forward to the next outing. 

Junior Primary News 
Welcome back to school, after what we hope was 
a wonderful break.  The last few weeks are going 
to be busy, but full of fun.  The concert practices 
are in full swing and we look forward to yet an-
other amazing production.  We will be sending out 
letters this week about the costumes your children 
may need.  The children started ‘clubs’ last week 
Friday and I am sure this is going to the be the 
highlight of each week.  The children have been 
split into three different groups, and are all eager 
to swop and try different crafts once they have 
finished their craft.  For the remainder of the term 
we will be doing finger knitting, weaving and kite 
making with the children.  Mrs Grobler is also start-
ing a JP Choir with all the children, we look for-
ward to hearing some amazing singing.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the classroom…  
The Grade 1 children are focusing on pangolins this 
week and will be looking at place value in more de-
tail. 
The Grade 2’s are going to study different coun-
tries each week during their comprehension lessons 
and will begin with Japan.  In Numeracy we will be 
focusing on patterns and revising telling the time.  
The Grade 3’s are learning about recycling and the 
importance of looking after our beautiful surround-
ings.  In Numeracy they will be having fun measur-
ing the length of different items and distances. 
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The Grahamstown Festival was a delight and such fun for the 
Senior Primary children. They thoroughly enjoyed the enter-
tainment and the huge variety of stalls at the Village Green 
and being treated to brilliant acting and memorable stories at 
the 2 drama productions. Thank you to Mr Dewing, Miss 
Macfarlane, Miss Morley and Andile for organising the pro-
gramme and allowing the pupils a safe,  happy and very 
worthwhile outing. 

Between now and the end of term, academics must be a prior-
ity, especially for our Grade 7’s, as their end of term report 
needs to be submitted with their High School applications.  

The Grade 6 and 7 class are working especially hard to im-
prove their English comprehension skills and answered some 
very insightful questions about the attack on Hiroshima. We 
continue with our novel studies and grammar concepts, both 
of which require a great deal of effective research, critical 
thinking, reading between the lines and rote learning skills.  
In Social Studies, we are especially encouraging the pupils to 
be far more aware of worldly current affairs and the class is 
also looking at facts and figures on world population. In 
Mathematics, we are covering some very new algebraic con-
cepts, challenging number patterns and looking at the more 
advanced 3D shapes. 

The Grade 4 class are investigating the Production of Food in 
Social Science and learning about Sources of Energy in Natu-
ral Science. They have also just completed wonderful projects 
on the lives of Mahatma Gandhi and Nelson Mandela and 
worked very hard for their English Orals on spiders.   

The Grade 5s are back at school and busier than ever. In Social 
Science we are looking at weather and climate. We are ex-
ploring the elements of weather and keeping our own daily 
records of the weather.  Fingers crossed we get to draw some 
bright suns on our weather charts over the next two weeks.  
In NS we are investigating energy and have learnt how to 
draw electrical circuits using universal symbols. Our theme in 
English is famous animals, which has afforded us the opportu-
nity to hear some amazing stories of some very brave animals. 
The Grade 5s will be doing their own orals on famous animals 
in the coming week. This is very exciting and I can’t wait to 
hear what they have found out from their research on the 
computers in the library. 
 

Thank you to Miss King, who has assisted us by teaching our 
Afrikaans classes for the last 2 weeks. Much appreciated, Kim! 
On Thursday 12 July, Mrs Estie Schneider will be starting her 
lessons in all the Senior Primary Afrikaans classes. Welcome 
to the Yellowwoods family, Mrs Schneider and we hope that 
you will enjoy teaching children who make us proud and in 
ensuring that we keep up our superior academic standards in 
the First Additional Language. We wish you a long and happy 
stay at our wonderful little school.  

I am happy to report that the pupils are being very diligent in 
completing homework tasks and besides using these tasks to 
identify possible problems, they are beginning to see the value  

YELLOWWOODS MADIBA DAY INITIATIVE 

A reminder that Mandela Day is coming up soon 
on the 18th July and each class has been allo-
cated a time and category to donate gifts to the 
community, especially for those in great need. 
Please communicate with your child as to what 
they are expected to 
bring on the day and 
let us know if you 
would like to join us 
on our trips to the 
various venues in our 
areas to deliver the 
items. The donation catagories are as follows: 

Grade 6/7: Blankets, linen, pillows, duvets for the 
Old Age Home in Bezuidenhoutville. 

Grade 4/5: Clothing and Toiletries - which will be 
donated to the Fort Beaufort Child Welfare. 

The Junior Primary and Pre-Primary (Grade 3—
000) Madiba Day initiative will focus on collecting 
goods for the Themba Connect Trust. Letters have 
already been sent home with the children. Any 
Parent wanting more information is to please con-
tact their child’s class teacher.  

of constructive homework and by practising reading aloud at 
home every day, they are improving in all the subjects.  
All students should be bringing their readers home every day 
and should have a library book to read at all times. 

Thank you for your continued support in assisting and encour-
aging your child with their academic progress. A reminder that 
we are still focusing on finding ways for the pupils to watch 
and learn more about people who have achieved great things in 
their lives and what we can learn from these great accolades. 
(some brilliant soccer and tennis players can be seen this week 
– and don’t forget about those divers who are risking their lives 
to save the brave children trapped in a cave) 

Happy Learning!  

Thank you to Mr Nyamezele for the 

delicious Naartjies as well as to Mrs 

Sam Painter for the donation of an 

electric cake mixer for the kitchen.  

Your support and generosity are truly appreciated.  


